DOCUMENTS CONCERNING
did not permit me to apply to business at that time, I desired
Mr. Byerley to say what was necessary in his letter, which I
hope he did ; and as I well knew that the purpose of your going
to Rome was to study, and not to keep up a correspondence with
your friends in England, I avoided interrupting that study by
troubling you with anything that was not necessary, or that
could be said to Mr. Devaere himself. I now rejoice with the
rest of your friends here, in the hopes of seeing you and Mrs*
Flaxman return safe to your native country again, still further
improved, and enriched with antique lore from the fountain
head of taste and the fine arts.
With regard to the difference in the packing of the first and
last bas reliefs sent by Mr. Devaere, I believe I stated particularly
what it was, viz. that in the last, the folds of paper were not
turned up over the edges, and what was more material, there
were no strips of wood fastened over the models, the slates being
kept down by screws only, and pressed so tight, that the screws
had indented themselves into the slates; and to this circum-
stance, with the swelling of the box by moisture, I attribute
the mischief. If the slates are level on the under side, or made
level with a little plaster, and strips of wood screwed to the
box with some folds of paper between them and the edges of
the slates, allowing a very little play for the swelling of the box>
etc., they will come safe with certainty, without any straw, etc.,
on the outside.
I am much obliged to you for your kind attention, and the
employment of your good taste, in the choice of subjects for
Mr. Devaere's modelling; and amongst them, the last model,
the discovery of Achilles, I admire very much, for the spirit
action and beauty of the figures as well as the interestingness
of the story itself. The history of Orestes is an excellent classic
subject likewise, and its being divided into several groupes might
increase its usefulness; but there is one objection which I am
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